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Abstract

This research paper examines the relationship between spirituality, religious belief, and human experience in
the works of William Blake. It considers the ways in which religion influences human identity, values, atti-
tudes, and behaviour and explores Blake’s distinctive understanding of spirituality through his visionary and
poetic imagination. The study focuses on Blake’s engagement with the Holy Bible, his visionary belief, and
the influence of Emanuel Swedenborg on his spiritual thought. It further examines his understanding of
Christianity, Unitarianism, the Trinity, and the concepts of Heaven and Hell as significant elements of his
religious and psychological vision. Particular attention is given to Blake’s conception of the four-fold God,
represented through Imagination, Body, Reason, and Emotion, and to the relationship between the divine and
the human. His poems, especially Songs of Innocence and Experience, The Marriage of Heaven and Hell, and
“The Divine Image,” reveal the importance of mercy, pity, peace, love, forgiveness, imagination, and spiritual
freedom in his poetic and religious thought. The study also considers Blake’s criticism of restrictive organised
religion and his emphasis on the possibility of recognising the divine within human beings. The discussion
ultimately highlights spirituality in Blake as an inward and human-centred experience in which religious be-
lief, imagination, moral consciousness, and the search for divine qualities are closely connected.

Keywords: Spirituality; Religion; Religious Belief; Visionary Imagination; Unitarianism; Heaven and Hell,
Four-fold God; The Marriage of Heaven and Hell; “The Divine Image”; Human Experience.

Introduction

Religion has remained one of the strongest and most enduring systems of human conviction. For more than a
thousand years, it has served as a bridge between conduct and moral principles, enabling believers to shape

their lives according to accepted values. Primitive forms of religious conviction also contributed to social
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bonding, while religious practices came to be associated with human survival, progress, and personal devel-
opment. Religion therefore has an important role in forming identity and shaping individual attitudes. From
childhood, people are influenced by ideas of supernatural powers, while experience, environment, and social
relationships contribute to the formation of values and beliefs. Such beliefs, in turn, influence behaviour and
actions through ideas concerning God's existence, immortality, and omnipresence.

Although religions do not share identical ideologies, they possess certain common concerns, particularly ideas
of God, love, morality, and human conduct. Each religion has its own ethical principles and practices, yet the
fundamental purpose is presented as the shaping of human attitudes towards others in a peaceful manner.
Religious traditions employ positive and negative concepts to encourage moral behaviour. Ideas such as
Karma and Reincarnation in Hinduism, Heaven and Hell in Christianity and Islam, and Enlightenment in
Buddhism provide different forms through which moral conduct is understood. The concepts of reward and
punishment similarly encourage individuals to behave honestly and orderly.

Religion, Religiosity, and Spirituality: Foundations of Belief

Religion forms an important basis for human ideas, cultural practices, and ways of understanding existence.
Rituals, interpretations of everyday activities, extraordinary procedures, artistic expressions, and symbolic
language are associated with this complex system. Religion reflects different aspects of thought and behaviour
and may be approached through intrinsic and extrinsic dimensions. The intrinsic approach concerns the in-
ternal analysis of belief, whereas the extrinsic approach is connected with external activities such as security,
solace, and self-justification. Religious and personal beliefs also contribute to the formation of personal and
cultural concepts and are presented as significant foundations of mental well-being.

Religion can influence everyday life, particularly during physical illness and stressful circumstances. The term
is associated with the idea of being tied or bound together, and religion has become an important part of
culture and personal identity. Different religions possess rituals, scriptures, sacred days, and gathering places,

and they provide instructions concerning human conduct. Judaism, Christianity, and Islam share a common
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beginning in the biblical figure Abraham, although their understandings and practices differ. For some, reli-
gion is centred on theological beliefs and worship; for others, participation in rituals is less central. Some
follow inherited practices because they were born into them, while others regard religious commitment as a
matter of individual freedom.

Belief has a direct relationship with behaviour. What an individual considers right or wrong can influence
everyday choices and actions. Religious belief therefore becomes a force that operates through the mind and is
expressed through the body. The paper distinguishes between monotheistic, polytheistic, and atheistic posi-
tions in relation to belief in God and observes that beliefs can lead towards either positive or negative actions.
Individual beliefs are shaped not only by personal reflection but also by parents, teachers, friends, pastors, and

others who influence one's life.

Biblical Imagination and the Formation of Spiritual Vision

Biblical images and narratives provide an important means of understanding spiritual experience. The Book of
Job and other biblical representations present images of suffering, faith, and human qualities. Such scenes,
preserved through engravings and paintings, remained part of the religious environment in which believers
encountered sacred texts. These visual representations also contributed to William Blake's understanding of
the Bible.

The images Blake encountered in the household Bible differed from those found in chapbooks and printed
street ballads. Biblical illustrations of burning cities, broken walls, terraces, and prophets making gestures of
warning remained powerful elements in his imagination. Blake absorbed the structure and imagery of biblical
narrative, and these elements later appeared in transformed forms in his poems.

Blake’s Visionary Engagement with the Bible

The Holy Bible occupied an essential place in William Blake's intellectual and spiritual life. His engagement

with the Bible forms an important part of his religious thought, even when he approached it critically.
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Christopher Rowland's discussion, as represented in the paper, places Blake within the wider tradition of
Christian biblical interpretation and observes both continuity and change in his religious outlook. Blake re-
garded himself as a visionary and connected his thought with the prophetic tradition associated with John of
Patmos and the Book of Revelation.

Blake belonged to the Dissenters, an unorthodox Christian group, and rejected the necessity of a priest as an
intermediary between the individual and God. He believed in a direct relationship between the human being
and the divine. His criticism of restrictive and organised religion reflects his concern with the possibility that
religious institutions could become corrupt or limiting.

Blake’s Spiritual Imagination and the Four-Fold God

William Blake's art and poetry bring together psychological and spiritual ideas and present a distinctive un-
derstanding of religion. He described himself as a visionary, while the mysterious quality of his writings has
also led to his being regarded as a mystic. His conception of the four-fold God represents different dimensions
of human existence through Imagination, Body, Reason, and Emotion. His treatment of Satan, Jesus, Heaven,
and Hell challenges conventional religious interpretations and places particular emphasis on human error,
forgiveness, and the inner dimensions of spirituality.

For Blake, Heaven and Hell are not simply destinations after death but states of being associated with the
divine within the human heart. The paper identifies five elements in Blake's conception of God and spiritu-
ality: the influence of the Swedenborgians, his understanding of the Bible and its relation to Gnosticism, his
association of Christianity with the brotherhood of humanity, his treatment of Heaven and Hell, and his
psychological conception of the four-fold God.

Blake's spiritual background was influenced by Emanuel Swedenborg, even though Blake later rejected as-
pects of Swedenborg's thought. The Marriage of Heaven and Hell responds critically to Swedenborg's Heaven

and Hell. Blake objected to conventional ideas of evil and morality and questioned the assumption that in-
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spiration necessarily guaranteed complete truth. For him, poetic inspiration could flow from God, but human
beings remained capable of error even when inspired.

The Trinity and the Human Understanding of the Divine

The Christian Trinity presents the Almighty through the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The three per-
sons are distinct yet united in one divine nature. Jesus Christ, the Son, possesses both divine and human na-
tures, a relationship described as the Hypostatic Union. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have distinct func-
tions while remaining united within the Godhead. This theological framework provides a context for under-
standing the relationship among the individual persons of the Trinity.

Religious traditions commonly contain rituals, scriptures, sacred days, and forms of worship, although indi-
vidual experiences of religion differ. Judaism, Christianity, and Islam share the biblical figure of Abraham as
a common origin. At the same time, religious convictions shape human attitudes and activities according to
what individuals believe. Belief therefore remains closely connected with behaviour, as ideas held in the mind
influence actions and choices.

Blake’s Unitarian Vision: Contraries, Brotherhood, and Redemption

Blake's Unitarianism is expressed through his contrast between different representations of God and through
the symbolic relationship between the Tiger and the Lamb. In his poem “The Tyger,” the image of the tiger is
associated with power, while the lamb represents forgiveness and gentleness. The question at the end of the
poem brings these apparently contrasting qualities together and asks how both can belong to the same creator.
An important aspect of Blake's Unitarian thought is the idea of Christian brotherhood. Christianity presents the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as united, while Jesus is associated with redemption and forgiveness. Blake's
understanding of Heaven and Hell moves away from treating them merely as external locations. Instead, they
represent conditions of the human heart. Angels represent traditional voices of practice, whereas devils rep-
resent rebellion and the possibility of change. Blake also used the concepts of Heaven and Hell in his criticism

of the philosophies associated with Locke, Bacon, and Newton.
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Blake's spiritual conception includes the four-fold God: Imagination represented by Urthona, Body by
Tharmas, Reason by Urizen, and Emotion by Luvah. These figures are related to the four creatures of Ezekiel
and Revelation and to the four Gospels. His religious vision is therefore closely connected with his under-
standing of human personality and with the symbolic structures of biblical tradition.

London, Social Experience, and the Poetic Expression of Spirituality

Blake spent much of his life in London, a city that became an important setting for his poetic experience. He
observed its wealth, authority, and continuing poverty and responded critically to social injustice. His formal
education was limited, while the Holy Bible became an important source of learning. He was critical of the
Christian Church and its social order and viewed the human soul as divided between good and bad.

Blake's art and poetry combine emotional and religious concepts and develop the revolutionary spirit of his
religious thought. His writings express a wide range of emotions and ideas, particularly in Songs of Innocence
and Songs of Experience. The Songs of Innocence present peaceful reflections on imagination and vision,
while the Songs of Experience emphasise the individual and the instinctive rather than the supernatural and
practical. In The Marriage of Heaven and Hell, Blake further develops the tension between energy and in-
struction.

Spiritual and religious symbols, especially angels and other sacred figures, occupy an important place in
Blake's poetry. In Songs of Innocence, “The Divine Image” presents qualities associated with divine love and
human existence. Blake's poetry therefore connects theology, imagination, human experience, and spiritual
vision.

The Divine Image: Spirituality in the Human Form

In “The Divine Image,” Blake presents Mercy, Peace, Pity, and Love as divine qualities. These attributes are
reflected in humanity and suggest that the divine may be recognised through the human form. The poem ex-
tends this idea across different peoples and religious identities and presents God as dwelling where these

qualities are found.
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The discussion connects this understanding with Swedenborg's influence and with Blake's belief that the di-
vine can be realised within human beings without paranormal intervention. Spirituality, in this view, requires
the individual to become attuned to the spiritual powers within character. Blake's religious philosophy
therefore expresses innocence, forgiveness, love, and a form of Christian charity that extends beyond con-

ventional religious boundaries.

Conclusion
The discussion demonstrates that religious beliefs influence human behaviour, while heredity, surroundings,
and individual requirements also contribute to the formation of behaviour. Religion and spirituality conse-
quently operate through both personal belief and the circumstances in which individuals live. Within this
broader framework, William Blake presents a distinctive spiritual vision that brings together imagination,
religion, human nature, and moral experience.
Blake's treatment of spirituality does not present religious inspiration as the possession of complete and final
truth. Instead, his works emphasise the possibility of recognising spiritual qualities within human life and
character. His ideas of forgiveness, love, mercy, pity, imagination, and the divine human form reveal a con-
ception of spirituality deeply connected with the individual. His poetry and art thus provide a distinctive way
of understanding the relationship between religious belief and human existence.
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